Exetel Sponsorship for Regent Honeyeater Project

Report for January - February 2010
Work undertaken in past 2 months

 Seed collection, cleaning and storage of the mass of seeds collected in late 2009.
 Propagation with schools is our prime focus early in the year, to get the seedlings big for winter planting.
 We have already worked 10 days with schools and will book many more over the next few weeks.

 To date we have propagated 24,340 seedlings and involved ca700 students.

 Our daily nursery work, watering and fertilising, is producing excellent healthy growth.

 The new potting mix formulation is producing better growth rates and little or no fungal diseases.

 We have started construction of the covered work area for our volunteers on very hot or rainy days.
 We have purchased and fitted double shade cloth and windproof weed mat to protect newly potted seedlings.
 We have installed automatic sprinkler systems to 2 shade houses to free up staff time for wider duties.

 We bid a sad farewell to Kristi who worked so well for us last year. She's moved to be with her partner.
 I've been training our new staff member (Anthony) in seedling care & teaching students on propagation days.
 I've been busy with farm visits to finalise the list of planting sites for 2010.
 Continuing with measurement and mapping of sites, to calculate the amount of fencing and planting to do.

 Arranging the Beechworth Prison work crew to assist farmers with fencing.

 Arranging kangaroo permits and volunteer shooting clubs to control numbers before planting season.

 Contacting volunteer groups and the media, inviting people to our nest box checking weekends.

 Contacting bushwalking clubs to help them plan ahead for our planting weekend dates.

 Report writing for various funding bodies on our 2009 achievements.

Planting sites for 2010

Exact measurements are still being made (in between propagation days)





Sites marked with * are still under discussion with landholders.
	Name
	Site
	Ecological values
	Fence length (m)
	Total area (ha)
	Reveg area (ha)

	Anna Griffiths*
	Tree patch adjacent to Warby Range State Park
	Protects a large area of remnant trees & makes a bio-link from the State Park to the roadside habitat.
	
	
	

	Anna Griffiths
	Natural regeneration & direct seeding
	Extends the 2009 planting site 400m further uphill amongst the scattered remnant trees. The denser & more diverse understorey will provide more food & safe shelter for wildlife.
	Nil
	
	

	Boyd*
	Tree patch adjacent to Kilfeera Rd
	Protects a significant area of big old trees. These have much higher nectar flows than young regrowth trees.
	
	
	

	Bruce
	Open area S of ecological thinning site
	Protects and enhances a large area of remnant trees, shrubs & indigenous grasses. The site is a vital link between 2 of our biggest forest blocks.
	
	
	

	Burton*
	Wooded granite hill
	Protects a large bush remnant, and enhances the habitat value through direct seeding understorey.
	Nil
	
	

	Challis
	Creek E of the Lurg Rd
	Adds extra plant diversity & density to an old planting site that was never completed. The fertile soils will have high productivity for wildlife.
	
	
	

	Challis
	Ironbarks on hill above ck
	Revegetates a whole hill side, linking and expanding the 2 isolated tree patches at top and bottom of the slope.
	
	
	

	Daniel
	Broad gully line S of house
	Adds on to the large bush remnants on the dry hills nearby, creating a rich food resource in a few years. Adds to the 2009 planting site, strengthening the link b/n the bush & an unmade rd.
	Nil
	
	

	Daniel
	Slopes S of house up to ridge track
	An extensive area of scattered trees & a dense understorey of indigenous shrubs. Burning regenerates many other plant species & greatly enriches the habitat.
	Nil
	
	

	Fitzsimons
	Creek line
	Protects remnant trees on fertile soils. It will make rich habitat adjacent to a known Babbler site.
	
	
	

	Fitzsimons
	20m strip adjacent to trees along Hunter Road
	Adds extra habitat width & density to a known Babbler habitat area.
	
	
	

	Gamble
	Open area at W end of Standish Lane
	Completes a strategic regional bio-link from the Lurg Hills to Holland's Ck.
	
	
	

	Gartland
	Creek area behind house
	Fills the open gaps in the existing tree cover, and creates denser, more productive habitat
	
	
	

	Geoff Moore*
	Slopes adjacent to Kelly's White Box Woodland
	Adds extra width and diversity to existing habitat, and also links to an older planting site.
	
	
	

	Houghton
	40m strip on Bailey's boundary
	Adds on to a known Phascogale habitat block & links to 2 more bush areas.
	
	
	

	Houghton
	Erosion gully W of Embling Rd bush block
	Creates a large “stepping stone” of habitat on fertile soil
	
	
	

	Ian Lee
	40m strip adjacent to Glen West Lane
	Adds extra habitat width & density to a known Babbler and Squirrel Glider habitat area.
	
	
	

	Lewis
	Erosion gullies S of house hill
	Protects 2 serious erosion sites and adds extra habitat size onto our 2005 planting site.
	
	
	

	Martin
	Wooded hill S of house
	Protects the scattered remnant trees from dieback, and adds another block of vegetation adjacent to the creek line we are planting.
	
	
	

	Martin
	Creek line from Moore's Lane to the homestead
	Adds extra plant diversity & density to an old planting site that was never completed. It is a strategic wildlife corridor from our largest forest block.
	
	
	

	Martin*
	Large Ironbark area W of the driveway
	The largest stand of mature Ironbarks in the Lurg Hills, and on productive soils too!!
	
	
	

	McKenzie
	Creek line from Brock Rd to the Lurg Rd
	Protects a serious erosion site & links 2 important roadside habitats. The fertile soils will make prime habitat.
	
	
	

	Murphy
	Creek line S of Houghton’s
	Strategic value as a bio-link between 3 important roadside habitats. We have already planted almost 840m along the creek, and this is the final section.
	500
	1.5
	

	Naismith
	Creek line NE of the Stanley Drive bush blocks
	Halts the serious erosion risk, and completes a corridor from the dry granite bush blocks down to richer habitat on Moloney's road.
	
	
	

	Randell*
	Creek line from Old Lurg Rd to Winton-Lurg Rd
	Protects a serious erosion site & links 2 important roadside habitats. The fertile soils will make prime habitat.
	
	
	

	Roach
	Bush remnant
	Protects, enhances and enlarges a large bush area that is adjacent to a confirmed Phascogale location.
	
	
	

	Rowe
	Bush remnant N of Bostock Rd
	Protects an area of remnant trees, adding extra habitat size near a known Phascogale site.
	
	
	

	Sims
	20m strip adjacent to Hillbrick Rd
	Adds extra habitat width & density to a known Babbler habitat area.
	
	
	

	Thomson
	Ironbark remnant W of Windsor's planting
	Protects big old Ironbarks, and adds extra size to our 1996 planting site
	
	
	

	Tivendale
	Corner of Bower's Rd and the railway line
	Protects and enhances an area of huge old Grey Box trees, adding extra understorey to boost the habitat value. 
	
	
	

	Winton Raceway
	Creek line E of Fox St
	Connects the roadside vegetation to the creek line trees, creating a massive habitat area on very fertile soils.
	
	
	

	Winton Raceway
	30m & 45m strips adjacent to Greta Rd and Fox St
	Adds extra habitat width & density to 2 known Babbler habitat sites.
	
	
	

	Coughlan
	Bush area S of Tregonning's bushy hill
	Protects and enhances a large area of remnant trees, shrubs & indigenous grasses.
	
	
	

	Coughlan
	Corridor from bush area to Bostock Rd
	Strategic connection for Phascogales and Squirrel Gliders to access richer habitat further down the catchment
	
	
	

	Wortmann
	Bush areas NW of Naismith's
	Protects and enhances a large area of remnant trees, shrubs & indigenous grasses.
	
	
	

	Totals


	
	
	
	
	


	Roadsides


	
	
	
	
	

	Bacon Rd
	Kennedy La to Old Lurg Rd
	Closing gaps between existing trees allows safe travel for small mammals and birds and ensures genetic diversity for the long term.
	Nil
	
	2.0

	Embling Rd
	Open areas, middle & S end
	
	Nil
	2.6
	

	Greta-Lurg Rd
	Embling Rd to Upper Lurg Rd
	
	Nil
	4.0
	

	Grant Rd
	At road bend and east end
	
	Nil
	
	

	Gunn’s La
	Kilfeera Rd to Holland’s Ck
	
	Nil
	4.5
	

	Hume Fwy
	Median strip at foot of Glenrowan's western slope
	
	400
	
	

	Totals


	
	
	
	
	


With thanks,

Ray Thomas
Regent Honeyeater Project Co-ordinator
25 February 2010
